WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2012 
BOARD OF HEALTH

REGULAR MEETING
Robert McLintock Vice Chairman, Victoria Kinniburgh RN, Douglas Brown LPN and Health Agent Beth Hallal, RS 
At 4:30 PM Mr. McLintock called the meeting to order.

Mr. McLintock stated as most of you know already Mr. Cavaco has submitted his letter of resignation for the Board of Health.  I am going to ask you to put it off until the next meeting to reorganize the Board of Health.
Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to re-organize at the next Board meeting, seconded by Mr. Brown LPN and so voted unanimously.  

CONSENT CALENDAR

Consider approval of Regular Session Minutes of March 1, 2012
Mr. Douglas Brown LPN made the motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Ms. Kinniburgh and so voted unanimously. 

Consider approval of Regular Session Minutes of March 14, 2012.

Mr. Douglas Brown LPN made the motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Ms. Kinniburgh and so voted unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion with Michael Tamer 322 County Street, Seekonk, MA regarding his Annual Disposal Bill 

Mr. Michael Tamer of 322 County Street.  

Mr. McLintock stated this is continued from last meeting and Mr. Tamer was asked to bring in documentation so it can be discussed. 

Mr. Tamer stated he did not know if the Town has found anything. 

Ms. Hallal stated Denise has all the documentation. 

Mr. Tamer stated the only thing he does not have is the application, he presented the annual bill and the check to the Board.  I was looking over last year’s minutes and there was six other residents that came up for exemption for the same reason he did.  He did not bring his bill that was mailed to me.  Everyone was granted an exemption. 

Mr. McLintock stated he believed it was per basis. 
Mr. Tamer stated he would like to bring up that none of the stuff that was brought up to me should have been. 

Mr. McLintock stated anything that pertains to the subject can be brought up whether it is by your or the Board of Health.  
Ms. Hallal stated Mr. Tamer is correct there was exemptions that were given by the previous Board of Health and they were done on an as per basis.  It was voted by the Board of Health that Mr. Tamer did not get his exemption.  I believe Denise would have the follow up on that. 

Mr. Tamer stated he would like to add that his meeting was in January and a meeting in March, April, August and then September after his meeting.  He had come right away after he realized he did not bring in the bill in January.  
Mr. McLintock asked if it was in January.

Mr. Tamer stated there was snow and there were some cancellations. 

Ms. Curzake stated Mr. Tamer did apply for the dumpster permit on July 26, 2010.  The dumpster permits were due no later than July 1, 2010.  He was late submitting his application to maintain a dumpster.  

Mr. Tamer asked when they were due. 


Ms. Curzake stated July 1st. 

Mr. McLintock stated he applied for it. 


Ms. Curzake stated he applied for it on July 26, 2010.

Ms. Hallal stated 26 days late. 

Ms. Curzake stated that is correct.  In September when the disposal bill was mailed the instructions stated you are supposed to bring this bill into the Board of Health no later than October 25th or 26th that year by 4:30pm.  Mr. Tamer never came in with his bill.  If he did come at that time with the bill the Board of Health, whether it be myself, Beth or the food inspector would have stamped on that bill that we received the bill and he was responsible for the capping of the landfill.  If he did that he would have a receipt that he came in.  Mr. Tamer claimed he never received the bill.  He did go in front of the Board of Health on February 9th, where the Board did not believe the story where he never got the bill and told him he did have to pay.  

Mr. Brown LPN stated February 9, 2011.

Ms. Curzake stated yes.  The way Mr. Tamer found out is he received a demand bill from the Town for the annual disposal fee.  After the Board denied him, Mr. Tamer did go speak with Mr. Carroll, whether he did nothing, where Mr. Tamer should have gone after the Board denied him, I do not know.  After that we have changed the dumpster exemptions, it is on the application, where they are asked if they wish to receive the exemption from the annual disposal bill.  Residents no longer have to come in twice.  He did not do what he was supposed to, the Board denied him for whatever reason.  There were five of them sitting there.  He did not do what he was supposed to.  
Mr. Brown LPN asked the check written by Mr. Tamer was June 26, 2010 and cashed by the Town on 27th, I guess I am confused.  What part of this was he not in compliance with?

Ms Curzake stated he was supposed to have his permit. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated didn’t he pay. 

Ms. Curzake stated he paid 26 days late for the application to maintain a dumpster.   

Mr. Brown LPN stated the application was due on July 1st, he paid on June 26th.

Ms. Curzake stated July 26th. 

Mr. Tamer stated the check was written on the 26th of June and deposited on the 27th of July.  

Mr. Brown stated okay, you planned to pay it and you never got around to doing it on time. 

Ms. Curzake stated and then he was supposed to bring the bill back to the Board of Health and he did not do that by the due date on the bill. 

Ms. Hallal stated October 25th.  

Ms. Curzake stated this is for the fiscal year 2011 and our fiscal years are July through June.  He paid July 2010 and the bills were sent out September 2010 from the Collector’s Office due October 2010.
Ms. Hallal stated which we never received.  

Mr. McLintock stated you know when this thing come due.

Mr. Tamer stated prior to that you had to bring in the dumpster bill and it just passed my mind, I don’t remember receiving it.  I believe I did not receive it, so what happened is I had gone to pay some taxes and they said I had a demand bill and that is when I ran to the Board of Health I believe in January.  It was in January?
Ms. Curzake stated she did not know.  I know in the minutes it is February.  
Mr. Tamer stated it was after October and I had right away. 
Mr. McLintock stated we are talking about a bill that was due in June. 

Mr. Tamer stated no July. 

Ms. Curzake stated you are talking about 2 bills, he was late applying for his dumpster permit and then he was late submitting his annual disposal bill for the exemption.  He is more concerned about the exemption than being 26 days late for the dumpster permit. 

Mr. Tamer stated I have two units on County St, which is double the amount plus what he pays and doesn’t use Town services for that year.  It is just that I have gone through the minutes and other people were late and were denied for not having to bringing in the bill on time ten months later.  As soon as I found out I had not brought it in, I had come with the document with the bill and I was very upset about it, it was ridiculous thing for the Town to ask us to bring back a bill that we received in the mail.  Now it has changed.
Ms. Hallal stated we are talking about this year’s bill.  It has changed to stream line it.  We have many people who have dumpsters and they read what is on the bill and get the information into the office.  

Mr. Tamer stated it seems as though it being bias against my type of thing because there were other people who have got it and did not bring in their thing.

Ms. Hallal stated it is case by case. 

Mr. Tamer stated he understood it is case by case.  I work in public housing I manage two facilities in Rhode Island, I work with HUD, I work for Rhode Island Housing for 14 years.  In fact the girl that works for me for about eight years, Liz Young, her husband got an exemption in April and he happens to work for the Town for the same reason being late with the bill.  This does not make sense. 
Mr. McLintock stated this does make sense, because.

Mr. Tamer cut off Mr. McLintock and stated I went in January; these are in March 2011, April, September, October. 
Mr. McLintock asked if there was any doubt in his mind that he had a bill.
Mr. Tamer stated no if I had I would have brought it in.  I ran in as soon as found out as I was making a payment to the tax collector and I said oh my god and I brought it in.  

Ms. Hallal stated this is a yearly thing.
Mr. Tamer stated I have been doing it but so has everyone else that had the exemption.  I feel as though, it doesn’t seem you are following procedures. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated who are these people who got the exemptions. 


Mr. Tamer stated he has the minutes. 

Ms. Hallal and Ms. Kinniburgh stated we should not say the names in public.  

Ms. Hallal stated you have brought up a name and he works for the Town, do you think he gets special treatment. 

Mr. Tamer stated no he does not, I am just saying I looked through all the minutes and no one got denied.  

Mr. McLintock stated there is a process we are supposed to be following. 

Mr. Tamer stated he did not see any.

Mr. McLintock stated excuse me.  There is a process for paying bills.  There is a timeframes and if you violate those time frames it is just like a month ago I forgot to pay a credit card and on the 20th of the month and on the 21st I had to pay interest, my fault. 

Mr. Tamer stated he is not saying it is not his fault he is asking for an exemption because of my error.   

Ms. Curzake stated she know the previous Board would go case by case.  The one he is talking about is not because they did not get a bill there was a different issue to that exemption that the Board gave him the exemption.  It is case by case and if he is saying someone came in, in September or October it could have been for that current year bill not the previous year fiscal bill.  

Ms. Hallal stated the previous Board of Health has already denied this exemption. 

Mr. McLintock stated what did you down at the Selectmen’s Office. 
Mr. Tamer stated he did speak with unfortunately at the time the administrator was retiring in a couple of more weeks and he told me that he would do an email and he understood the situation and [inaudible].

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated there were other reasons on why we did not grant the exemption and to say that let everyone else have an exemption is not true.  To say that we let everyone else have an exemption is not true.  I know we denied a lot of exemptions.  I think part of the issue was somewhere along the way we had to draw the line with people who are consistently being late, it is their responsibility to know when the bills were due.  

Mr. Brown LPN stated it was due on July 1st and the check was not cashed until the 27th so even if you dropped the check off you are at least 25 days late.  

Ms. Hallal stated we can’t keep checks. 


Mr. Brown LPN stated exactly, they have to maintain their cash flow.  You admit you made a mistake, I feel bad that this had happened to you, it happens to all of us all the time.  It is a mater of responsibility, you made a mistake and I am sympathetic your plight, but the I have to tell you the truth I think it is your responsibility you didn’t pay the bill in a timely manner and you got stuck here.  I don’t see any grounds to grant you and exemption.
Mr. Tamer stated on the minutes that I viewed on line and the agendas there was a case where one person came over. 

Mr. Tamer was speaking over Mr. McLintock. 
Mr. McLintock asked why are you comparing yourself to a lot of other people who have responsibilities or don’t or who have lived up to them or not.  We are here to talk about you.  I really wish you would stick to that subject rather than going to second or third party every time you start to say something.  This has to do with a bill you have that should have been paid on a certain date and it wasn’t paid case closed.  
Mr. Tamer stated it was paid.  

Mr. Brown stated it was paid late but it was paid.  The check wasn’t the issue sir, but the bill from the trash that the Town gives each resident.  That is what I came in extremely late with, forgetting it not receiving it; it was my fault I am not saying it wasn’t.  I am asking the Board to get an exemption. 

Mr. McLintock stated you have to think about this from the Boards point of view and say yea were going to waive this, what about the next guy and the guy after that and the guy after that and the guy after that is why we have the dates, that is why we have responsibilities.
Mr. Tamer stated I do understand, but you have to realize that 2012 you don’t have to bring in the trash bill. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated we’ve streamlined the process. 

Ms. Curzake stated that was a result of Mr. Tamer’s screaming in the hallway after the Board of Health meeting and talking to the Town Administrator.  He asked Ms. Hallal and the Treasurer of the Town to come up with more streamline way to make it easier for the residents.  So that is why they no longer have to bring the bill in, the dumpster application is still due by July 1st and they do still have to provide a contract that does not change. 

Mr. McLintock stated the Town is looking to improve the way we do things is not an issue.  

Mr. Tamer stated if I have to pay it, I am happy I made a change for the better.  

Mr. McLintock stated you did not have to scream while doing it.

Mr. Brown LPN stated you helped streamlined the government; that is a good thing.  I am sympathetic to your plight; I don’t see any grounds to grant you an exemption.
Mr. Tamer stated that is okay, I am not worried about that, it is just the principal of everything. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated we are trying to be fair to you, we are volunteers we don’t get compensated I just want you to know this we are trying to be fair to the tax payers.  We are between a rock and a hard place; no matter what we do somebody has to be unhappy.  

Ms Kinniburgh RN made to motion to deny Mr. Tamer of 322 County Street an exemption for the annual disposal fee, seconded by Mr. Brown LPN and so voted unanimously.  

Discussion on Administrative Policies Procedures for serve safe requirements.

Ms. Hallal stated last week one of our previous Board Members put this on the agenda.  The state law states that one person who is Serve safe per restaurant.  In 2006 the Board of Health mandated that whenever food is being served someone at all times there needs to be a serve safe manager. 
Mr. Brown LPN stated that is the State Law. 

Ms. Hallal stated no just one, when you leave someone is trained as good as you but does not have certification.  But the Board of Health in 2006 changed it because the food inspector was going into establishments and there was no serve safe manager and observation were made that were not the food code.  When we receive notice from the Town’s attorney regarding our policies we stopped enforcing it.  One of the previous Board members wanted me to put this on the agenda to discuss.  If you are interested I would put this into a regulation or part of a regulation so we can enforce it again.  
Mr. Brown LPN stated he would like to see our policies reflect the State law.  I don’t see the need to have additional regulations.  If the State feels the State laws are sufficient that is what I would do. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated the state law you have to abide by, however a Town can be stricter than the State law.  I know there are some things we have been stricter on.  That is why the Town can be stricter that the state.  

Mr. McLintock stated provided we go through the process of adopting that policy.  There was not public hearing that I know of and I am not saying I agree or disagree with this because it is good to have someone on the premises at certain times, whether it is 24/7 is debatable.  I do think we have the responsibility to do it the right way.  Whatever we do we do it the right way so everyone is on the same page.  I happen to agree with Doug, the State law is there for a reason, we have a lot of restaurants in Town I understand that.  Have we ever had an outbreak that would cause us to do something like this?  

Ms. Hallal stated no. 
Mr. McLintock stated you have to understand this is the people that run these restaurants is a cost of doing business to be able to do this.  You have an employee that is willing to do this; you want to have them on staff certain hours whether they need them or don’t need them.  There is a lot of things that are extraneous to this that we maybe as people doing government don’t see that they have see while trying to make a buck.  One way or the other in my own opinion is that the State law number one you start there and if you are going to make changes you make the changes the way you are supposed to make them according to the laws that we have in Seekonk certainly about administrative policies.  None of that was followed so I don’t know how you can say we should be doing.
Ms. Hallal stated she is not saying to use the policy.  The previous Board member wanted me to bring the policy in so we can discuss it.  If you were in favor in what it represents then we can change it into a regulation.  

Mr. McLintock stated I don’t think anybody we would not be in favor of certainly learning more about it before I commit totally but if it is something that would help and something that is not going to put a burden on the restaurants that we have in Town and so forth, and then I don’t have a problem with that.  That is my opinion and I am only one person. 
Mr. Brown LPN stated I am more concerned with the churches and the soup kitchens that run in this community than the restaurants.  They are there to make money the restaurants and businesses they can easily conform to any regulations you come up with.  But when you come up with regulations that impact churches that run church suppers and little league teams that run a snack bar.  I think commonsense is kind of going out the window, you are superseding State law and we are adding additional pardon with the churches and little league teams that may have an issue with a certified serve safe manager on each shift.  As long as there is a representative that is certified for the establishment, I don’t if it is necessary for us to have a certified food manager for every shift, for every hour of operation.  As long as there is someone there to do the training. 
Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated when it came to the churches and the other activities that were serving food they did have to have someone serve safe because they are serving food.  They are making food.  The only way they do not need to have someone serve safe is if everything is already packaged, like you are selling potato chips.  If you are holding any kind of potluck supper or anything like that where you are doing cooking or it is brought in from outside you have to have someone there who is serve safe.  

Ms. Hallal stated if you are not for it that is fine, I was asked to bring it up. 

Mr. Brown stated he wanted to make sure we adopted it properly.  If this is the direction you want to go in that is fine, I just want to make sure you adopt it properly. 

Ms. Hallal stated it is a lot of money, it is a two day course and you take the test at the end of the day.  I believe this is $200 and something dollars.  

Mr. McLintock stated you have three eight hours shifts, probably 16 you have two different people on two shifts.  You get them training and all the other stuff that goes with it if we adopt it that way.  What I really like to do is get some professional people who deal with the food and get some input from them and develop it that way unless you know a better way of doing it. 

Ms. Hallal stated professional people from whom. 

Mr. McLintock stated the restaurants or the schools. 
Ms. Hallal stated they are not going to be for it because it is a big deal to make sure you have the staff and the issue with the restaurants is the turnover is so great someone gets hired they train them and they get mad and they don’t see them again.  
Mr. McLintock stated in the case Mr. Brown is talking about usually it is volunteers.  

Ms. Hallal stated since I have been working here we have not had a foodborne illness outbreak where there are more than 2 people eating the same food in the same restaurant. 

Mr. McLintock stated I think we should take this under advisement we should look at it.  It is something that has some merit. But it should be done in the proper manner.  

Discussion with Mrs. Curzake regarding Dumpster procedures. 

Ms. Curzake stated Mr. Cavaco asked this to go on the agenda since I was not at the last meeting.  Previously dumpsters were due December 31st, in March residents received the annual disposal bill and they would all come down to the Board of Health to get a copy of the contract and permit and bring it back to the Department of Public Works.  Residents were running everywhere so the Board members at that time saw this was happening, have them come here, change the due date to July 1st so it goes the same with the annual disposal fee.  Then it was discussed with a Town Administrator to exclude DPW since the Board of Health issued the dumpster then the Board of Health should issue the exemptions.  That is how it came down here, I told them I would do whatever they want.  It is not what was said that Denise wanted this, Denise did not want this.  The Board was trying to stream line this for the residents so they weren’t running 12 different places to get $100.00.
Ms. Hallal stated Denise accepted this. 

Mr. McLintock stated I understand, what was the real reason for changing it in the first place.  To make here that it is a one stop. 

Ms. Curzake stated absolutely.  

Mr. McLintock stated that worked out okay.  Why was DPW brought into this in the first place?

Ms. Curzake stated that was before my time that would have been around the time with Mr. Tusino when the dumpster regulations came into effect.  

Mr. McLintock stated the regulations stated something about the inspections they do on these dumpsters.  Do they do inspections? 

Ms. Curzake stated no.

Mr. McLintock stated they just put a sticker on them.

Ms. Curzake stated what happens right now is the stickers are mailed to the residents.  When you apply for anything from the Board of Health we have to make sure you are in good standings with the Town.  If you owe the Town a dime you can not get your permit.  Once it comes back that you are in good standings they get a letter and the sticker and it goes out.  Most of the people who have a dumpster have had one forever.  Unfortunately we are reactive on dumpsters and not proactive.  During the month of May I send out over 400 applications for dumpsters not including food.  The food inspector does check the dumpsters; the others are more reactive you would have to hire someone 40 hours a week just to check them. 

Mr. McLintock stated is it fair to say that the people who live in Seekonk and have a dumpster are overlooked. 
Ms. Hallal stated when we get a complaint we go right out there.  

Mr. McLintock stated for the most part it on an honor type system, we don’t send somebody out to check on them and DPW does. 
Ms. Curzake stated DPW does not. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated we wanted to hand the whole thing back to DPW. 

Ms. Curzake stated there is just not enough time; everyone is bare bones, if I have a list July 10th, and I give the list to the food inspector and see if that person still has a container.  If that person still has a container then we will send them out another letter stating you need to license it, if you don’t you will be fined $50.00 per day as defined in the dumpster regulations.  

Ms. Hallal stated usually then they run in.

Mr. McLintock stated this sounds like a natural one to be online. 
Ms. Curzake stated all of our applications are under the Health Department.  Dumpsters are on the frequently asked questions list to try and help them.  We are trying to streamline it each year, this year we will send letters out to those we know have curbside pickup.  When you have a pay as you throw program the Town has to offer a way out to residents who do not want to use the service, whether they have a dumpster or have someone come pick it up or if you wanted to you can have your vehicle licensed and you can haul trash somewhere.  I know they were talking about bags at the last meeting, if you raise the amount of bags this does not prohibit people coming and saying I don’t use the Town’s trash I have a dumpster at work, I bring it to Attleboro, you are not supposed to do that so these people have to pay the annual disposal bill.  Every household except those that have a dumpster is supposed to share in this.  I believe that is how the Board of Selectmen get their figures on what to charge.  Each year it gets a little more smoother.  
Mr. McLintock stated they main reason DPW was brought into this they were issuing the stickers for these dumpsters or the inspections, what were they doing.  
Ms. Curzake stated at one point they were going out when this whole thing started, but nobody looks at these dumpsters.  

Mr. McLintock stated nobody looks at these dumpsters. 

Ms. Curzake stated not unless there is an issue or you haven’t paid your bill and a list is given to the food inspector to go out and double check to see if there is one on the property.  You can look all over Town people don’t know you need a dumpster.  Even a temporary dumpster for 30 days, they are all over Town and they are not permitted.  There is no way the Board of Health or DPW can verify this and still get their work done. 
Mr. Brown stated homeowners have a financial incentive to follow the process because you are allowing them a way out.  
Ms. Curzake stated there are many people who have a dumpster and pay for the Town services because the want to recycle.  Once you get the exemption, you are not supposed to use any Town’s services except household hazardous waste day. 

Mr. McLintock stated who monitors the recycling program is it DPW or Board of Health.

Ms. Curzake stated if it is ABC picking up trash and you have a dumpster and put a blue bag out ABC will pick it up.  It is a blue bag and that is all they are looking for.  You can’t stop that.  DPW takes care of the blue bags, recycling and ABC.  The Board of Health is responsible for dumpsters in the Town per our regulations. 
Mr. McLintock stated as it relates to dumpsters the Board of Health is responsible for them and somebody goes and looks at them from time to time.  So what was Mr. Cavaco talking about other than shipping this thing back up there, what was he going to ship back up there.  So 

Ms. Curzake stated she believes the exemption portion, I don’t think the dumpster can go up there because it is a Board of Health regulation.  

Mr. McLintock stated is this a Board of Health regulation locally or state. 

Ms. Curzake stated locally and that was posted in the Pawtucket Times back in 2004 I believe it was.  

Mr. McLintock stated the recycling program went into effect in 1992 I think.  That is where it all started. 


Ms. Curzake stated in 2004 there must have been an issue with dumpster in Town, because the Board of Health did do a regulation for dumpsters. 

Mr. McLintock stated and that regulation being what the licensing of them. 

Ms. Curzake stated the licensing of them, the maintain of them, how far they need to be off the property line, the fines.  If you have a dumpster inside the building it does not need to be licensed. 
Mr. McLintock asked to be included in their packages the guidelines the Board of Health has and DPW. 

Ms. Hallal stated you have them.  

Ms. Curzake stated you have gotten the Board of Health regulations dumpsters are section 9.0.  As for DPW I believe the recycling program is in the Bylaws. 
Mr. McLintock stated there were dumpsters on the property before we started the recycling program a lot of people in town have dumpsters because it is cheaper for them and if you have the place to hide the thing its fine. 
Mr. Brown LPN stated he would have one if he could hide the thing. 

Ms. Curzake stated most people who have dumpsters do not recycle.  And that was one of the biggest things.  In the Town of Seekonk we have a mandatory recycling program.  All residents are supposed to recycle; those who have dumpsters don’t have to.  I think that is why most people have them.  Not only that but when you cut your grass in the summer the Town does not pick it up, I would not want to put my grass clippings into my car to bring it to the transfer station, if I had a dumpster I could throw it into the dumpster.  That is why some of the people use both programs they use it because they can throw their grass clippings in there and they don’t have to worry about it. 
Mr. McLintock stated grass clippings and everything else was one of the driving forces that got that thing going in the first place down at the landfill.  

Ms. Curzake stated so far it has worked out, it is getting more streamlined.  We are trying our best.  I am already working on the list for the upcoming season which will be going out in May.  I give everyone 60 days to have their application in; if they need a new contract they have plenty of time.  
Mr. McLintock stated we need to get more familiar with it, it has changed a lot since way back when, lets try that and see what happens and we can revisit this.  I don’t understand things that have been done.  

NEW BUSINESS
Review of the proposed Preliminary Plan of Subdivision for Pine Hill Estates. 
Due to the Planning Board by April 28, 2012

Mr. Paul Carlson and Mr. Robert Bernardo of the Seekonk Water District were present for this discussion.  
Ms Hallal stated Mr. Bernardo was invited but I also invited the engineer who designed it.  Normally what I do is review it and present it to you.  But under the circumstances here this evening, I wanted the engineer here to talk to you about the subdivision. 
Mr. McLintock stated who is the engineer?

Ms. Hallal stated the engineer is Mr. Paul Carlson of Insite Engineering.  The reason why I wanted the engineer here is because the subdivision is in a Zone 2 and in the Aquifer Protection District.  

Mr. McLintock stated this is next to the cemetery. 

Mr. Carlson stated the existing lot is at 524 Newman Avenue this is just south of Water Lane and the Water Department.  The existing property has 10½ acres of land which are parcel to the house.  This abuts against the Town of Seekonk, Seekonk Water District which surrounds the north and East Providence on the West.  What we are presenting as part of this subdivision which is in a Zone 2 is a yield plan per the requirements of the Town of Seekonk.  This particular yield plan because it is in the aquifer protection requires us to have 40,000 square feet of land per unit.  We have also from that yield plan that represents the number of lot we can put in the subdivision which is 10 lots, 11 with the Form A lot that we took out of the existing house.  Within the subdivision itself we proposed a cluster subdivision or a conservation subdivision under the By-laws for conservation which the ANR lot will still remain as 40,000 within a separate parcel to the subdivision.  With that we would then still remain the 10 lots as requirements per the yield.  We would reduce the amount of pavement and shrink down the size of each of the lots in turn of doing that we would have open space almost of half the land out there. 
Ms. Hallal stated for a cluster it has to be 50%.  
Mr. Carlson stated so we maintained the 50% requirements and still meet the all the requirements for each lot.  Each of these lots will be feed by Town water but will have individual septic systems that will be part of each one of these.  As part of this we will meet all of the Title 5 requirements and certainly the Town of Seekonk as well. 

Ms. Hallal stated it is very important that they get approved by us first.  This is something the subdivision plan will need to be approved by DEP after we make the recommendation whether to approve or disapprove it.  There are certain stipulations they have to follow one of them is the 4/40 rule.  In an area like that on a new project in order to have a four bedroom house you need to have 40,000 square feet.  That is what DEP considers an acre.  If you want to have a 30,000 square lot you would be able to have a three bedroom house.  It goes the other way too, if you want a five bedroom house you need 50,000.  As Mr. Carlson has presented it to you the lot size will be between 15,000 and 15,482, therefore what they will have to do is ask for credit land.  None of that credit land can be standing water.  It will have to be deeded, easement created and a covenant.  
Mr. McLintock stated he wanted to hear from the Water District. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated he wanted to know how it would impact the wells. 

Mr. Bernardo stated he wanted to thank Beth and the Board for inviting him.  His concern with the project is the proximity to our Newman well field.  The well field is approximately between a 1,000 and 1500 feet from this project.  Four of our six wells are in the area and accounts for 80% of the Town’s water supply.  I can’t overstate the importance of the Newman Ave well field to the Town’s water supply.  This is my concern with that project.  I am looking for this Board among others to help me hold this project to the highest public health standards available.   

Ms. Hallal stated she will give the definition of the Zone II under Title 5.  That area of an aquifer which contributes water to a well under the most severe pumping and recharge conditions that can realistically be anticipated, as defined in Massachusetts Drinking Water Regulations, 310 CMR 22.02.  Which is why he is very concerned. 

Mr. Bernardo stated for laymen the Zone II is the primary recharge area.

Mr. Brown LPN stated what about the impact from fertilizer, pesticides all these other products that every homeowners put on their lawns because they all want a beautiful lawn.  
Mr. Bernardo stated now you are speaking to the choir, specifically what I am concerned about is nitrates anything that could impact our very good water quality. 

Mr. McLintock stated do you still have a nitrate problem over in that area.  
Mr. Bernardo stated well we do. 
Mr. McLintock stated I know at the middle school.

Mr. Bernardo stated the highest nitrates levels we have are from that well that is closest to the middle school.  We already have one source. 
Mr. McLintock stated I have to be honest with you, I know about water to be dangerous.  I know enough I was on the middle school when they put on the system up there to deal with the nitrates and so forth.  I would have a real problem saying we should give anything.  I don’t know what we.

Ms. Hallal stated this is for discussion whatever we discuss I make the recommendation to the Planning Board.  My other issue is that area is considered glacial outwash so I am anticipating we have not done any perc test in that area at this time.  I am anticipating we will get very fast rates less than 2 which means we will need a four foot separation from the water table.  My thought from that is when you have a perc rate of 30 minutes the water has more time to go through the soil to clean itself out versus going right through because it is sand, it will not be held back.  It will move a lot faster.  

Mr. McLintock stated the whole Town depends on the water supply being clean and drinkable.  From my perspective I don’t think we should do anything to put that at risk.  That is my own opinion
Mr. Brown LPN stated he thinks the Water Department should consider obtaining some of this property.  

Ms. Hallal stated they did. 
Mr. Bernardo stated we did try to purchase this through a grant.

Mr. McLintock asked when was this.

Mr. Bernardo stated in August of this past year. 

Mr. McLintock asked if there were funds available. 

Mr. Bernardo stated the owners accepted a higher offer.  
Mr. McLintock asked if was a formal offer on the property? 

Mr. Brown LPN asked about eminent domain.  I know it is messy, but every piece of property in this town is worthless if the water supply is contaminated.  Without water you are dead in the water. 


Mr. Bernardo stated he was glad they see it that way.  

Mr. McLintock stated this is not the first time we talked about the recharge area.  

Mr. Brown LPN asked Mr. Bernardo his recommendations.
Mr. Bernardo stated at this point we need to see a little bit more.  I am very concerned about the water supply. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated so are we?  

Ms. Hallal stated with this type of application DEP recommends a nitrogen aggregation subdivision plan be submitted to the Board of Health during the design phase and prior to Planning Board subdivision approval.  If we do have an issue with it the Planning Board can not just approve it.  

Mr. McLintock stated I think we need to take this under advisement.  The recharge area needs to be maintained at any cost because of the people who rely on it.  Mr. McLintock wishes to table this. 

Ms. Curzake stated the Board of Health has 45 days to review this even if they go to the Planning Board prior to our 45 days.  You put this on for the next meeting they are supposed to wait until we have our 45 days.  

Mr. McLintock stated to make sure this falls within the 45 days when is the next meeting.

Ms. Curzake stated the next meeting should be April 28th.  

Mr. Brown LPN asked what they need from us. 


Ms. Curzake stated you do your homework and recommendations to the Planning Board.  By the next meeting there should be perc on the property. 

Mr. McLintock stated who is the engineering. 

Mr. Carlson stated Insite Engineering. 

Mr. Carlson stated this is the preliminary subdivision, I know Mr. Bernardo has reached out to his engineer and we have reviewed his comments regarding that.  His comments were we have to maintain the State and Town regulations.  We are meeting those regulations.  We have to look at this as my client has asked me to present we are meeting approvals and regulations by this Town.  This is a preliminary subdivision and it still has to go to DEP.  We are certainly willing to work with Mr. Bernardo’s engineer and Mr. Bernardo with what we need to do to minimize the impact.  But as far as this subdivision goes we meet every regulation to date.  

Ms. Hallal stated we are first and foremost for the approval.

Mr. McLintock stated when we give the approval all that gives is the opportunity to move on to the Planning Board. 

Ms. Hallal stated yes.

Mr. McLintock asked what if we don’t give the approval. 

Ms. Hallal stated she was at a meeting yesterday and a Health Agent from another Town asked this question and the response from the person from DEP was I hope you like getting sued.  

Mr. McLintock stated get in line. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated it won’t be the first time this Town has been sued.  

Mr. McLintock stated when it comes to the water supply it is a public health issue.  The number of people who are going to benefit from the subdivision versus the number of people who live in .this Town and rely on the water supply are two different animals completely.  

Mr. Brown LPN stated we had to shut down the road at Newman and Read St for flooding, are you aware of that when it happens.  It is like a river coming down Read St. 

Mr. Bernardo stated there is a stream

Mr. Brown LPN stated I am looking at the water coming down Read Street right into your subdivision.  

Mr. McLintock asked for a motion to table this until the 25th. 

Mr. Brown LPN stated the Town needs to explore all its options.

Mr. McLintock stated he agreed, he will bring this up tonight.  

Mr. Brown LPN stated I don’t think we should rule out any options. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated it is too bad the offer of the Water Department wasn’t taken.  

Mr. McLintock stated that is what he wanted to talk to Mr. Bernardo about.  Nobody knew about it.  I didn’t know they were going after a grant.  

Mr. Brown stated maybe the offer could have been sweeten too maybe the taxpayer understand what is at stake here.  

Mr. McLintock stated we have to find out how much currency they offered and how much the guy is settling for at this point because he is going to do all the developing and there is going to be a cost associated with that.  

Mr. Brown LPN stated first I have every heard of this. 

Mr. McLintock stated smart developer.  

HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT 

Septic Disposal Plans approved by the Health Agent

1) 167 School Street

Najas Realty LLC 


2) 2 Kemper Street

Stanley Novak 


3) 185 Read Street

Antonio & Amy Tenreiro


4) 291 Miller Street

St. Anne Credit Union 


5) 285 Jacob Street

Doreen VanDyke-Sauer


6) 430 Cole Street

Federal National Mortgage 


7) 6 Evelyn Way

Fall River Development Partners


8) 9 Pamela Jean Drive
Lisa Almeida 


9) 98 Briarwood Drive 
Raymond Ciszkowski

Mr. McLintock asked Denise all these things under the Health Agents report are letters that have gone out and are just information purposes to us. 

Ms. Curzake stated these are all septic systems that have been approved by the Health Agent since the last Board of Health meeting.  We have always had them as a separate item on the agenda Mr. Cavaco wanted them under the Health Agents report.  It is an FYI.

Mr. McLintock stated I am looking for them in the package and I am going crazy I am looking at these letters one after another.  

Ms. Curzake stated those are the correspondence.  Anything that comes in to the Board or goes out we have always given you a copy of those letters.  

Mr. McLintock stated do me a favor staple them all together in the package, it is easier to go through it. 

Ms. Curzake stated no problem.  

Ms. Hallal stated her main report was the septic systems that were approved.  

Mr. McLintock stated something we should all be aware of is the capping of the landfill could make the recharge area worse.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN asked was it. 

Ms. Hallal stated look how close it is. 

Mr. McLintock stated there is a Federal Court order that prohibits anything be removed from that and has been like that since 1989.  The Town spent along with the State 1.2 million dollars to buy the gravel the whole site to buy the gravel and the whole site. 
Ms. Hallal stated isn’t this why you pay the capping fee, wasn’t there a dump there.

Mr. McLintock stated there was a dump there at one time going way back and the gravel is in back of that.  It has always been very well protected primarily because of the recharging of the water supply.  

Ms. Hallal stated that is probably the worst place to put a dump.  

COMMUNITY SPEAKS

There was no community speaks at this time. 

BOARD CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMENTS
At this time there was no comments from the Board.

At 5:46pm Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Brown LPN and so voted unanimously.  
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