
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2012 
BOARD OF HEALTH

REGULAR MEETING
Ray Grant Vice Chairman, Victoria Kinniburgh RN, Robert Costa and Health Agent Beth Hallal RS 
At 4:38 PM Mr. Grant called the meeting to order.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Consider approval of Regular Session Minutes of May 23, 2012. 
The date on the agenda and the date of the meeting did not correspond.  At this time the approval of the minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
OLD BUSINESS


Smoking Regulation Discussion
Ms. Hallal stated each of the board has a copy of the regulation.  I would like you to read the regulation this.  This model regulation incorporates one through six specifically what it incorporates and the instructions for use.  Fill in City – Town this shows up 19 times and then go through the rest of it and see what you want to keep.  I think we should keep everything, but it is you guys that need to make the decision.  So I am asking you to please take this home and study this and get an idea on what you want to present.  Do you want to put this on the agenda for the next meeting?

Mr. Grant stated it should be and we need to resolve it.  

Ms. Hallal stated we need to do it.  Denise needs to get this incorporated in the packages. 

Mr. Grant stated we will put this on the agenda for the July 18th.

NEW BUSINESS
Certificates of Compliance not submitted to the Board of Heath


1) Karl Drown – Drown Environmental Services 


       7 Fuller Street

2) Allan Shear Caputo & Wick


       147 Brook Hill Drive


       59 Raymond Drive 

Ms. Hallal stated Denise sent out notification and at this time these 3 addresses do not have the certificate of compliance which includes the as-built plan.  Our by-law states it must be done within 30 days and the regulation state 30 days too.  It must be done and it needs to be approved by the Board of Health.  We understand there are issues with clients as to getting the paperwork done, some of these have been over a year and what I am suggesting is it needs to get done.  Would you like us to send them another letter? 

Mr. Grant asked when was the last time a letter was sent, so there was a letter sent on June 14th which was just about a week ago. 
Ms. Hallal stated yes. 

Ms. Curzake stated that was to come to the meeting they received one over the winter asking for the status.  There were a few of them, these are the only ones left outstanding.  

Mr. Costa asked what Caputo & Wick say when you spoke to them. 

Ms. Hallal stated it was a client conflict. 

Mr. Grant stated we don’t have anything in place assuming that the action that the Town meeting took last week is approved by the State we then will have a process we can start to fine them on a daily basis.  My recommendation would be we send them out another letter notifying them that is the intent of the Board of Health to start a daily fine the moment we are allowed to do so by the State.  We are anticipating that will happen within the next 90 days.  That gives them the next 90 days to get their act together and get them in.  
Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to send them out a letter they have to comply and if they don’t they will be fined on a daily basis beginning as soon as the by-law is approved by the Attorney General which should be in approximately 90 days, seconded by Mr. Costa and so voted unanimously.  
Sharps Disposal Regulation 
Effective July 1, 2012, medical waste regulations will not allow the disposal of sharps in household garbage.   
Ms. Hallal stated until this time they put them in an old detergent bottle and document that it is not recyclable and put it in their solid waste bin.  First I read the information from the State to see how we could satisfy this situation.  To satisfy the law we can have it one day a year at our household hazardous waste or we can do it twice a year.  In Swansea it is twice a year, they setup as a revolving fund which we have to do.  We would purchase the red containers and then sell them in the community.  In Swansea you need to make an appointment to bring in the sharps and we put it in the container that Steri-cycle supplies.  Now because they don’t have much going on in Swansea it cost them $75.00.  Possibly it will cost us $75.00 but with people buying the sharps containers for $5.00 a piece we won’t make any money on them but it will help us.  
Ms. Kinniburgh RN asked how it will defray the cost. 

Mr. Grant stated you will have to mark it up maybe an extra dollar.  

Ms. Hallal we would have to do that for the revolving fund.  Even if it cost us for two containers we have the money in the nurse’s line.  The money is there. 

Mr. Costa stated these people are supposed to hold their sharps for a year. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated they can buy the containers. 

Ms. Hallal stated we can do it once a year or twice a year. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated they can buy the red containers to put them in. 

Mr. Grant asked how are we going to advertise to the people in the Town that you can’t put this stuff in the trash anymore.

Ms. Hallal stated we have already gotten two calls. 


Mr. Grant stated and secondly how are we going to let them know we have these containers available.  

Mr. Costa stated when they buy them at the pharmacy does the pharmacist let them you can’t throw them in the trash.  


Ms. Hallal stated they might be for years this has been going on. 

Mr. Grant stated it might be a similar situation to motor oil when you go into the store and they are required by law to take the motor oil back.  That is not the case with the sharps. 

Ms. Hallal stated it was brought up and pharmacies don’t want anything to do with this.  

Mr. Grant stated twice a year would be a minimum, that is not that difficult is you come down and buy a sharps container.  Once that gets full you can come and get another one and stack them up somewhere.  I would hate to have people wait a year to get rid of the sharps. 


Mr. Costa stated I think twice a year. 

Mr. Grant stated I would think a minimum; we have the money in our budget.

Ms. Hallal stated it is before Town meeting to have the revolving fund set up.

Mr. Grant stated we would have to go to Town meeting to get the fund set up for the sharps. 

Ms. Hallal stated we will not be calling this a regulation or policy it will be a procedure to follow the law. 

Ms. Curzake stated we can do a press release in the Sun Chronicle; we can also put it on the website under the emergency banner.  

Mr. Grant asked if we can get it on Cable 9.

Ms. Curzake stated absolutely, we can purchase postcards and print them and mail them to everyone’s house.  It is 29¢ to mail them; we can get a list of all residents.  So there are options out there to let the public know. 
Ms. Hallal stated Swansea doesn’t advertise. 


Mr. Costa stated you are going to send it to every residence in Town, you don’t know who uses sharps.  

Ms. Curzake stated it is not only the medical it is also the drug addicts.  

Mr. Grant stated just out of curiosity what would be the postage cost. 

Mr. Costa asked how many households. 

Ms. Curzake stated roughly 5,400 by 29¢, but we can look at bulk rate postage. 
Ms. Hallal stated that is delivered when they feel like it. 

Mr. Costa stated that is $1,500.

Ms. Curzake stated that is at 29¢ bulk rate is less.  
Mr. Costa stated you have to get the card made and printed. 

Ms. Curzake stated we can print them here or you can do like household hazardous waste day which is folded.  

Mr. Grant stated this is a change in regulations, which doesn’t affect a ton of people, people look at us as the Board of Health and say wait a minute, you knew there was this new regulation and you didn’t notify us of this and you did not notify everybody of this.  I don’t have cable, I don’t read the sun chronicle, and I don’t go to Town Hall to read the signs.

Mr. Costa asked if the State would help fund some of this. 

Ms. Hallal stated no, last year I was going to have a monthly container. 

Mr. Costa stated a monthly container makes more sense to me.  I don’t see people saving this for a year.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated the elderly will. 

Mr. Grant asked if we have money in our budget if we wanted to do a mailing to every household. 


Ms. Hallal stated the nursing budget we have $1,400.

Ms. Curzake stated you will have to wait until July 1st.  You increased the office expense to $3,000; I can look for the cheapest way to do this. 

Mr. Costa asked if there is anything else we wanted to notify the residents. 

Mr. Grant stated that was a good point is there anything else.  

Mr. Costa asked flu shots?

Ms. Hallal stated the flu shots we do pretty well with. 

Mr. Grant asked if we knew when hazardous waste day was going to be?

Ms. Curzake stated April, somewhere around earth day. 

Ms. Hallal stated she did not want them to wait that long.   

Mr. Grant stated I am not talking about that, I am talking about advertising. 
Mr. Costa stated to let people know at the same time. 

Mr. Grant stated if we did a new postcard and we put the regulation on there and we notified them know of hazardous waste day in April and we have the date.  

Ms. Curzake stated we don’t get the date until January.  

Ms. Hallal stated we have to coordinate it with the guys who pick it up. 

Mr. Grant stated there is nothing. 

Mr. Costa stated we can do one side the calendar and the other side the notification.

Ms. Hallal stated I also have to coordinate with the nurse, she has five different jobs. 

Ms. Kinniburgh stated we have to wait until we get them.

Mr. Grant stated he did not want to waste $1,600 but I also feel like if we don’t notify people, it is going to bite us.  I not one to spend a lot of money I am afraid. 

Mr. Costa stated if you don’t do it and someone gets hurt.

Mr. Grant stated people look at the Board of Health and say we are not doing anything for the community.  This is something we are doing for the community and we are opening up ourselves to criticism.

Ms. Hallal stated how about if JR and I printed something up and went to all the pharmacies.  

Mr. Grant stated there is a lot of mail in stuff. 


Mr. Costa stated I think we should just get a price on the mailings. 


Mr. Grant agreed and stated to put it on the agenda for July 18th.  

Ms. Curzake asked if he wanted more information besides pricing for the meeting. 

Mr. Grant stated I don’t know how much additional work this is going to be.  If it going to cost us $150.00 or $300.00 that is nothing, I don’t think waiting around three months is a big thing, six months is a long time to have hanging around.  

Ms. Hallal stated after one year we can kind of gage it. 

Mr. Costa stated four times a year might be too much.  

Mr. Grant stated once a quarter. 
Ms. Hallal stated by appointment only, only for town residents. 

Mr. Costa asked do we know how much the sharp boxes are?

Ms. Hallal stated $75.00.  

Mr. Costa asked how much for the little ones. 

Ms. Hallal stated $5.00, and you can’t come too me with a bag, they have to be in the container.  
Mr. Costa stated they don’t bring the box home and put it in it. 

Ms. Hallal stated sometimes they do.  You have to go in your car to do this.  

Mr. Grant stated that should be our procedure they have to bring it in the container.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN and Mr. Costa both agreed.  

Mr. Grant stated the Board should approve a procedure, why don’t you bring in front of us in July a procedure, quarterly pick-up and must be brought in a sharps container.  Then we can work on setting up the revolving fund and get on the agenda for the warrant.

HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT 


Septic Disposal Plans approved by the Health Agent 



631 Lincoln Street [resubmittal]
Robert Costa




18 Richard Banna Way 

Patrick & Alison Fitzgerald



249 Ledge Rd


Lois Estrella



77 Mohawk Drive

Lam Doa 



470 Newman Ave

Don Chervette



162 Burnside Ave

Chianese / Rodriques 



11 Olin Ave


Paulo Gasper 



121 Newman Ave

Lynn Robillard
Ms. Hallal stated she has given the approval to the Board.  There were two plans that needed Conservation approval.  The average for the plans is 10 days.  

Mr. Grant stated there is none over two weeks. 

COMMUNITY SPEAKS

There was no community speaks at this time. 

BOARD CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMENTS
Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated remember there were four stores that were carrying paraphernalia.  I was curious there has been a lot on the news regarding the bath salts.  Is there some way the Board of Health can step into that to stop the stores from selling?
Mr. Costa stated I think they pulled it off the shelves. 


Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated but you should see the other stuff out there. 

Ms. Hallal stated I thought that was another state.  I can call her. 

Mr. Costa stated now there is fake pot. 

Mr. Grant asked Beth to check into that.  The next meeting will be held on July 18th and I’ll accept a motion to adjourn.  
At 5:10pm Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Costa and so voted unanimously. 
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