WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012 
BOARD OF HEALTH

REGULAR MEETING
Robert McLintock Chairman, Victoria Kinniburgh RN, Robert Costa and Health Agent Beth Hallal, RS 
At 4:33 PM Mr. McLintock called the meeting to order.

REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH


The Home Rule Charter states a chairman, vice chairman a clerk and other necessary 
officers annually.

Mr. McLintock stated on the agenda for the reorganization of the Board of Health.  I am going to strike that and we will take it up at the next meeting and hopefully everybody will be back to normal at that point in time. 
CONSENT CALENDAR
Mr. McLintock stated consider approval of regular session minutes for May 9th and June 20th.  I am not sure we can accept these even for May 9th, well May 9th I can vote on them the other ones I can’t vote on them.  That would be a lack of a quorum.  

Ms. Curzake stated I thought you can do that with two to one abstention.  I know when they did the appointments the other nights there was a lot of two with one abstention.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated there was. 

Mr. McLintock stated I can’t vote on them.

Mr. Costa stated so the May 9th we’ll approve and the June 20th.

Mr. McLintock stated the June 20th I was absent for. 

Mr. Costa stated we will table until the next meeting. 

Mr. McLintock stated all those in favor of the minutes of May 9, 2012.

Ms. Curzake stated excuse me can we have a motion. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to approve the minutes of May 9, 2012, seconded by Mr. Costa and so voted unanimously.

Mr. McLintock stated sorry about that and asked for a motion to table to the next meeting. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to table the minutes of June 20th until the next meeting, seconded by Mr. Costa and so voted unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS

Smoking Regulation Discussion

Ms. Hallal asked how are you with the smoking regulations. 
Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated she has read them. 

Ms. Hallal asked if she liked them. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN state I guess.

Ms. Hallal 

Mr. McLintock stated you had a fairly extensive discussion from what I gather from looking at those minutes that I couldn’t vote on.  Do we need to do this today? 

Mr. Costa stated you are talking about the sharps.  We had a big discussion on the sharps; the smoking was just a package.  

Mr. McLintock stated this was just handed to me so I am going to table this until the next meeting. 

Ms. Hallal stated I know of another town and they are accepting this whole thing for their tobacco regulation. 
Mr. Costa stated if they accepted them you can say. 

Ms. Hallal stated they will be accepting it.

Mr. McLintock stated I would like to know who the Town is and if there is no objection or any real rush to do it I would like a chance to read it.  

Ms. Curzake stated put it on the next meeting. 

Mr. McLintock stated I prefer to do that. 

Ms. Kinniburgh stated we have a time period. 

Ms. Hallal stated what I would like to do is read it, approve it and then we have to hold a public meeting and let the public say yes, no.

Mr. McLintock stated you are going to adopt this as an operation for the Board of Health so you have to have a public meeting. 

Ms. Hallal stated yes so we don’t have to go to Town meeting and once we adopt it, Denise when she does her packet for the retail and food establishment, we can stick that in there that they have to be permitted through the Board of Health.
Mr. McLintock asked what is this going to be called if we adopt it and have a public hearing and it doesn’t go to the town meeting.  Would this be a policy? 

Ms. Curzake stated it would be a regulation, but once you adopt it, then I have to find the money and put this in the paper that is circulated in Town and we will be all set. 

Mr. McLintock stated it is a matter of advertising. 

Ms. Curzake stated advertising and holding a public meeting.  And then we wait for them to come in and complain.  

Ms. Kinniburgh stated some of the things are strict, like the signs being posted in the windows.  I think you are going to get the store owners more upset. 

Mr. McLintock stated that is part of the law that exists right now.  They are not even supposed to go in and try and buy them.  
Ms. Curzake stated with Beth’s timing, she is taking about October, having a hearing in September.  The applications for renewals go out October 1st.  I would put that regulation in their package for their renewals.  Most places that sell tobacco sell food. 

Mr. McLintock stated what do we as the Board of Health have to do to adopt for example, this happens to be one, I am sure there are others coming down the pike.  What are the requirements other to hold a public hearing on what ever we put forth. 

Ms. Curzake stated post it in a local paper. 

Mr. McLintock stated that is it. 

Ms. Curzake stated that is it. 

Mr. McLintock stated on anything. 

Ms. Hallal stated on Board of Health Regulations. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated which comes down from the State under Mass General Law. 

Mr. McLintock stated that we can adopt or not adopt. 

Ms. Hallal stated yes. 

Ms. Curzake stated that is why Beth is doing the time line so when I get everything together in August September I can throw the regulations in and we can work on the application together. 

Mr. McLintock stated we are going to meet again in two weeks from now.  . 

Ms. Curzake stated I have August 15th cause there is only one meeting in August.  So it is the 3rd Wednesday of the month.   

Mr. McLintock stated okay we will do it on August 15th.  

Ms. Hallal asked if you wanted a total board at that point. 

Ms. Curzake stated hopefully there will be a full Board they are meeting 

Mr. McLintock stated the reason they are not here.  I notified Mr. Grant this morning and he just got back in Town.  I talked to Dougie two days ago and he said if can get a night off; I’ll get a night off.  You are not going to do anything but sit there and listen.  

Ms. Hallal stated I am figuring if there is a Board member that can’t make it. 

Ms. Curzake stated you need three and Mr. McLintock would like time read through this.  So hopefully at the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting, you are going to remind them they need to re-appoint Mr. Grant and Mr. Brown.  

Mr. McLintock stated as far as I know that is just a matter of them getting on the floor and it hasn’t gotten on the agenda is the problem.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated it was such a mix up the week that they were doing all the re-appointments because everyone was coming up together on different Boards and there were too many people.  

Mr. McLintock stated I was not there and I was probably responsible for some because I wasn’t there and the number of votes that they had and so forth. 
Ms. Curzake asked Mr. McLintock if he wanted us to send and email to put as a reminder her to put them on the agenda for their next meeting. 

Mr. McLintock stated he would it to Pam and Anne for their next meeting which is Wednesday.  

Ms. Curzake stated okay. 

Mr. McLintock stated everything is in order all the paperwork has been filed weeks ago. 
Ms. Hallal stated it just needs to be done. 


Ms. Curzake stated it just needs to be put on the agenda and done. 

Ms. Hallal stated on a happy note people don’t want to spend a lot of money on buying cigarettes that are already made. What was happening is people were going to different shops and having their cigarettes rolled for them.  A few weeks ago President Obama put a stop on it.  There was a place right next to where I live and that place was packed.  You can’t do that anymore. 

Mr. McLintock stated it must be wonderful.  I don’t know of anyone who has that authority including the President. 

Ms. Hallal stated it went through.  Okay so we are going to table this until the next meeting.  

Mr. McLintock stated okay lets move on to new business. 

Ms. Curzake stated we are on sharps. 

Mr. Costa stated we are still on old business. 

Sharps Disposal Procedure

Mr. McLintock stated I saw the minutes and some of the discussion but I have not read the whole thing.  But what is the issue on that is it another administrative policy on that or what.  

Ms. Curzake stated the Commonwealth as of July 1st you can no longer put hypodermic needles in the trash, you can no longer put them in a container seal it and throw in the garbage.  Each town and city in Massachusetts has to have a sharps collection, where the residents bring it to the town.  The Board of Health and we dispose of it properly.
Mr. McLintock stated an unfunded mandate. 
Ms. Curzake stated we are looking for a procedure within the Board of Health we can follow this regulations. 

Mr. McLintock asked if we had a copy of the regulation. 

Ms. Curzake stated they have been doing this since 2008, 2007.

Ms. Hallal stated and they kept postponing it. 

Ms. Curzake stated because of money and now they said no more. 

Ms. Hallal stated there are 171 towns of the 351 towns in Massachusetts that have not done it yet.  We have discussed doing it twice a year.

Mr. McLintock stated I want to see the law. 
Ms. Curzake and Ms. Hallal stated you can go on line. 

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated they are telling us we have to do this. 

Ms. Hallal stated they are not saying we have to do this they are saying the Town.  In general it is the Board of Health’s or the fire departments that are handling this.  Because the fire departments go out with the EMT’s and they come back and sometimes they have their own syringes.  
Mr. McLintock stated there are a lot of syringes in town that have all kinds of things. 
Ms. Hallal stated we have only gotten one call.  One of the Board members was curious because we had one call and then we had another call from another department and we realized those two calls were one person.   
Mr. McLintock stated will you give me the website where this thing is and send it to me by email.  
Ms. Curzake stated what we like to do is set up a revolving fund; we know this will not happen until the November meeting.  We will purchase the sharps container. 

Mr. McLintock asked what are sharps containers?

Ms. Curzake stated the bio-hazard containers.  The residents will purchase them from us and put the syringes in they will give it to us and we will put it in a container.  And send it off to be disposed of properly. 

Ms. Hallal stated to satisfy

Mr. McLintock asked how are we going to enforce this and how is the town expected to enforce this.  It is impossible. 

Ms. Hallal stated there are people out there who want to do the right thing.  To satisfy this regulation you can do this once a year at household hazardous waste day.  But to us that is not right and at the previous meeting a board member said it would be better to do on a quarterly basis.  

Mr. McLintock stated are people using syringes for one thing or another is it astronomical.

Ms. Curzake stated the board also wanted me to get pricing that is why you have the mailings.

Mr. McLintock stated I was wondering what that was. 

Ms. Curzake stated they wanted me to get pricing because they want us to be.

Mr. McLintock asked if sharps was the only one we could get or is there somebody they compete with or do they have a monopoly.

Ms. Hallal stated sharps’ is the name. 

Mr. McLintock stated so there are more manufacturers.  
Ms. Curzake stated we have an account with Moore Medical I printed that up today for Beth with the prices of the containers.  The Board wanted us to do something proactive and send a mailing to the residents.  Saying this is a new law you need to bring these in to be proactive instead of reactive and to give us a better image. 

Ms. Hallal stated we don’t know what the pharmacies are doing.  I am sure they are saying something.

Mr. McLintock stated I don’t know of anything recyclable in there the needles forget about them.  Do me a favor send me a copy of this tomorrow?  I would like to wait on this one too.  

Ms. Hallal stated we still have time on this one too.  

Mr. McLintock stated this is going to affect a lot of people in this town. 

Ms. Hallal stated we are surprised we only one person calling. 

Ms. Curzake stated she has three people now. 

Ms. Hallal asked if they were different names.

Mr. McLintock stated until they find out about this unless they watch this show on TV.

Ms. Curzake stated the doctor’s office, the pharmacies.  

Mr. McLintock stated you should not be throwing needles in the trash. 

Ms. Hallal stated it was allowable. 

Ms. Curzake stated there was nothing else.  

Ms. Kinniburgh RN stated in a closed container. 

Ms. Hallal stated they wanted tide bottles, tape it closed and make sure it would get in the main stream trash. 

Ms. Curzake stated that is all they had we weren’t taking them.  


Mr. McLintock stated send me that thing and I will take a look at it and put on the agenda for the next meeting please. 

NEW BUSINESS
Consider appointment of Sarah LeRoux as the Assistant to Marilyn Edge Tobacco Control Agent for the Town of Seekonk.
Ms. Hallal stated Marilyn Edge is the main person and the City of Fall River has given her an assistant who might be doing the inspections.  They could not make it here this evening.  So if want to they can come back so you can meet Sarah.  They gave us her resume just in case you would be happy with that.  
Mr. McLintock stated is this going to be a contractor or an employee. 

Ms. Hallal stated no we don’t pay them anything; she is under a grant through the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. McLintock stated a grant is just another word for someday they are going to dump it on you.  That is just the way it is. 


Ms. Hallal stated she basically an appointed person to do the surveillance for the tobacco control.  Just like Marilyn Edge. 


Mr. McLintock stated why don’t we table this and discuss with the tobacco regulations.  Anyone wanting to do more homework on this is okay if you wish to do that. 

HEALTH AGENT’S REPORT 


Septic Disposal Plans approved by the Health Agent 
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Richard & Denise Curzake
Ms. Hallal stated I know my average is higher than normal, but I took a vacation and I took personal days in July and there was the 4th of July.  That is why it is a little bit higher.  

Mr. McLintock stated that is reasonable.  I like it down to 10 days.  That is reasonable and you were out eight days. 

Ms. Hallal stated I don’t count weekends. 

Mr. McLintock stated the Board of Health seems to be getting suckered into things that are not their responsibility be owners who run into problems with septic systems and other things.  There is a recent one and I went to visit the people last night and there is no question there is a problem.  The install that took place and there seems to be a run of these thing especially with foreclosures and the banks sub out the work to a real estate agent and the real estate agent sub that out to somebody to come in the town and do with what they are supposed to do.  The one on Back St with an engineer from Plymouth and they get a septic installer from Plymouth.  We are not a lawyer and this town is not a lawyer for the owners that live here.  However they do have the right to expect that the Board of Health as it relates to the septic system will enforce what they need to enforce and so forth.  If it means for us to get a little harder with the installers or whoever.  According to what I have been told and this is one side of the story, they have been calling and calling and calling and they couldn’t get this guy to come out for months at a time and they done the installation and when they did come out and they started digging instead of two pipes there was only one pipe on the engineering drawing.  I was a bunch of errors and that is really not our responsibility.  I think in the future for designs like that sort of thing, when you do a design are you just looking at the design from the engineering.  
Ms. Hallal stated just the engineering plan. 

Mr. McLintock stated you no way of knowing if there is one pipe or five pipes or anything else.  You don’t go out and inspect it at that point. 

Ms. Hallal stated no sometimes I have a question about bedrooms.  So I will go in with the engineer.  But other than that it is not for me to do.  That is their professional decision if they want to look in the basement, it is being through. 

Mr. McLintock stated I don’t know the answer to this, Bob and I have talked out this over the last week or two we’ve had things going on.  I don’t want the Town to get caught up in this thing and it seems like every time they go beyond their reach they call here.  We as the Board of Health have to act in a professional manner with these people and say look we know it is wrong and we have to do what we can to help them.  We can not become their attorneys chasing the money they have spent and everything else.  I just want to say this to the Board; especially with these foreclosures the bank doesn’t care they just want to get them out of their inventory.  The one I am speaking about my end up on the agenda next week.  We can go into more details.  I think there is something that needs to be done, we are taking a hit over here, this didn’t do this that one didn’t to this.   Actually they did everything they were supposed to do, instead of being one pipe there was two.  So it is kind of crazy. 
Mr. Costa stated and then it comes back to us that Beth did not do her job and it is not her fault. 

Mr. McLintock stated she said they were approved by the Board of Health.  Why are we approving plans that have no way shape or form, but when you find out the whole story.  

Ms. Hallal stated she tries to do everything for everybody.  Like I told the person I can’t call people ten times a day, I have other things to do. 

Mr. Costa stated you can’t go to ever house and check to make sure. 

Mr. McLintock stated it cost the homeowner $500 to put in the septic system. 

Ms. Hallal stated no just for the plumber and he found a clog.  
Mr. McLintock stated they had an agreement with the real estate agent and the bank that they would only take it if it was working.  And when they got there it wasn’t working.  I don’t think it is up to us to fight that battle it is up to the homeowner.  Maybe we have to do something educationally for when they come in for these kinds of things.  This is your responsibility and this is our responsibility.  She can give us drawings all day long.  Something I think we need to be more sensitive to there seems to be more of this because of this issue.  
Mr. Costa stated it is not fair to the people buying the house they are getting taken advantage in the long run and they have to deal with people coming back and digging up the yard.  But at the same time we are not lawyers. 

Mr. McLintock stated I can’t imagine an engineer drawing up drawings like we see here and not going to the basement to see how many pipes are going through the wall.  It makes no sense to me.  Maybe we have to come up with a questionnaire for these guys when they submit those, did you check the basement to make sure whatever. 

Ms. Hallal stated one of the engineers on his plan if there is another outlet that we could not find it his responsibility.  

Mr. Costa stated not in exact location verify in the field. 

Ms. Hallal stated that is right because they couldn’t find it and that changes the elevation.  

Mr. Costa stated that set of plans doesn’t say anything regarding that. 

Mr. McLintock stated and what happens these guys come and there is only one pipe coming out and it is going to cost you x amount of dollars.  And all of a sudden there are two going out and the guy quoted it at one price and now you have two he is losing money right off the bat. 

Mr. Costa stated good luck calling the bank trying to get extra money.  

Mr. McLintock stated it is something that has become more prevalent within the last six months or so.  If we can come up with something yes all of the pipes leaving the house outlined. 

Ms. Hallal stated I think the bottom line is professionalism. 

Mr. Costa stated if the engineers took the time to do what they are supposed to do this would not be an issue.  I think this all goes back to the engineer at that point if it is on the plan the Beth is aware of it so no matter what the installer has to do because it’s on the plan and she knows it is two lines or ten lines and Beth knows what to look for now.  If it is not on the plan then she is just as lost as the installer because it is not on the plan.  
Ms. Hallal stated she tries to know everything but I can’t.

Mr. McLintock stated I don’t know why you would be out looking at somebody’s cellar and see if the pipes are right.

Ms. Hallal stated someone tried to get me in the cellar the other day, I told them basement is not my job.  All that electrical is not my job.  

Mr. McLintock stated maybe when the engineers submit these things to the town, you ask them the question especially when they have one are you sure that is all there is. 
Ms. Hallal stated that stamp means a lot that is lawsuit material, whoever signs that is a big responsibility.  Professionalism is the main issue. 

Mr. McLintock stated they got it with the engineer and the installer.  There is a battle going on.  I just wanted to bring this to your attention.  

Ms. Hallal stated I need to talk to you about mosquitoes.  On a daily basis the Department of Public Health has been in contact with the southeastern boards of health.  They are finding more and more towns with positive triple e mammal biting mosquitoes in their traps.  Today they found one as close as Rehoboth.  Denise and I were listening to the conference and they had not issued the press release yet.  But when they do issue it, I am considering putting something out even though we are still considered at a moderate risk level we are not a high risk level.  We are not even within the zone where they will be doing aerial spraying.  Yes they are doing aerial spraying and they are doing it with the anvil 10-10, the shelf life on it is very short.  They think it is a very minimal risk to the population.  They will be spraying 21 towns which will start Friday night.  Oddly enough they think it will only be 50° Friday night at 9:00, the wind has to be a certain calmness and it can’t be going to rain other wise they will begin Friday at 9:00 and be done sometime Saturday during the day.  
Ms. Kinniburgh RN asked if they are only doing the 21 towns.
Ms. Hallal RS stated yes.  At this time we are not considered high risk and we are not in a spray zone.  I think we are at the point where we need to do something. 

Mr. McLintock stated you have phone number for mosquito control. 
Ms. Hallal answered yes.  Normally what happens is this, if we have an issue in Town, Bristol County Mosquito Control will call me or Denise and they will say you are going to have to do this.  They will send us an example of what they in the press release.  They have not done that because we are moderate.  They won’t do it until we are high risk.  It is the same thing everyone just needs to be careful.  They need to use spray.  They need to cover themselves even though it is 95°.  Don’t let thing accumulate dump the water out. 
Mr. McLintock stated the night you called me I put on a long sleeve shirt to cut the grass with socks on my feet.  I was sweating like crazy. 

Ms. Hallal asked if he sprayed. 

Mr. McLintock stated yes. 

Ms. Hallal stated it is only one mosquito that is it.  They are still saying everyone needs to be cautious.

Mr. McLintock stated his understanding is mosquito control if you call them and you want your property sprayed they will do it. 

Ms. Hallal stated yes they do ground spraying.  And they feel between the ground spraying and the aerial spraying it will help.  

Ms. Curzake stated if I want my property sprayed and my neighbor does not they probably will not spray.  There are a lot of people in this town that does not want their property sprayed.  

Ms. Hallal stated all those cranberry bogs, they don’t want to be sprayed, and the farms in Rehoboth don’t want to be sprayed.  When they are blowing that stuff over how do you stay away from the farms.  They say they are working out the logistics. 
Mr. McLintock stated if they get bitten by the wrong mosquito they’ll wish they got sprayed.  
Ms. Hallal stated a mosquito can travel two miles that little critter.  
COMMUNITY SPEAKS

There was no community speaks at this time. 

BOARD CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMENTS
At 5:09pm Ms. Kinniburgh RN made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Costa and so voted unanimously. 
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